satisfactory functional environment if there is to be any prospect of saving them. He describes different forms of bite plates for achieving this movement as well as the use of grassline ligatures. Certain types of wire splints and the author's own A-type of fixed splint are described and clearly illustrated. The word 'pyramid' in the title refers to a particular form of fixed bite raising device developed by the author.
This book must be regarded as unusual and highly individual. The simplicity of the measures advocated will have a certain appeal but after reading it the clinician will feel that he must gain personal experience of the methods advocated before he can pass fair judgment. This impression arises from the fact that the author frequently uses the word 'provisional' in relation to his forms of treatment, and yet in his illustrations of treated cases no other methods of treatment seem to have been instituted after the provisional treatment.
The standard of printing and binding is good, though at times the illustrations leave something to be desired. All in all, this is a stimulating book. It is a pity that it is so highly priced, but if, after reading it, the clinician is able to save teeth which would otherwise have been sacrificed, then the price is not too high. This handbook forms one of a series of books on various aspects of medicine designed to present the essential facts of the subject in a form sufficiently compact to be carried and used as a ready reference. The main appeal is to the student and the hospital resident but the present volume will also be useful to the general practitioner. A very considerable amount of factual knowledge and practical advice has been packed into the book with the result that attempts to read long passages are likely to be followed by mental indigestion. As a quick reference guide to almost any problem in obstetrics and gynwcology, however, the book offers facts succinctly set out with advice on management clearly laid down. The illustrations are very good.
Differences between transatlantic practice and that followed in this country are apparent in the advice given in some sections: few obstetricians here would use Willett forceps in the treatment of placenta prnvia or employ a classical Cwsarean section in this condition. CQesarean hysterectomy as means of sterilization, particularly subtotal hysterectomy, would not be favoured and marsupialization of a Bartholin's abscess would be preferred to simple drainage. Differing opinions aside, the book commends itself for the amount of information compressed into its relatively small size. Water abounds everywhere and its presence is always taken for granted. In life its key role is basic to the understanding of the living processes of behaviour and survival. The report of the First International Symposium oni Thirst in the Regulation of Body Water investigates many topics vital to doctors practising in many different spheres. There are interesting discussions of the minimal water requirement of man, thirst and fluid intake in clinical practice, interaction of hormones and drugs on water intake in thirst, and a fascinating section on the central control of thirst and drinking.
It is not always easy to find these aspects coordinated and presented together in the literature. This volume has merit not only because of this, but also because of the excellence of the contributions. It should be read by all doctors interested in the physiology and clinical importance of thirst, !,ody water and its regulation, and by all the 'salt and water' devotees. J ANDERSON Disorders of Voluntary Muscle edited by John N Walton MD FRCP pp x +628 illustrated lOOs London: J & A Churchill 1964 This is not a textbook which presents to the reader the story of the diseases affecting voluntary muscle as far as it is well known with such theoretical considerations as are appropriate. It is a series of reviews on different aspects of the structure, function, and disease of muscle by 25 learned authorities. Some of these reviews are more suited to textbooks of physiology or biochemistry and will require early revision as knowledge advances.
Out of 600 pages, only 140 are devoted to clinical description, if we exclude chapters on spinal muscular atrophies and polyneuropathies the limited discussion of which seems out of place in this textbook. This is altogether out of balance for the clinical reader, valuable as are the chapters on physiology and biochemistry, and especially on neuromuscular transmission, to specialists in this field. There does, however,
